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New Titles for Children and Young People
Aldrich, Thomas Bailey. The story of a bad boy;
illus, by Reginald Marsh. Pantheon, 1951.
232p. $2.75. Gr.7-9.
New edition of a story that was first pub-
lished in 1869 and still has elements of appeal
for modern readers. Attractive format and illus-
trations, with better print and page set-up
than in any of the other editions now available.
Atwater, Montgomery Meigs. Avalanche patrol.
Random House, 1951. 247p. $2.50. Gr.7-9.
Brad Davis, hero of Smoke patrol, appears
in another story of the U. S. Forest Service.
This time he is an avalanche patrolman at a ski
resort in the Rockies. There is a slight
mystery involving the disappearance of Brad's
predecessor and the capture of some bank robbers
but the book's main interest lies in the
detailed account of the work of a ski ranger and
the excitement and danger of avalanches and
blizzards. The story is well-paced and has
enough subject interest to off-set the poorly
developed characters.
Bauer, Helen. Clifornia mission days. Double-
day, 1951. 126p. |2.50. Gr.5-7.
Simply written factual material and excel ent
photographs tell the story of twenty-one Cali
fornia missions from their origin to modern
times. The writing is somewhat stilted and
repetitive but the information is interesting
and should have appeal, especially for readers
who have enjoyed some of the historical fiction
written about these same missions and their
surroundings.
Becker, Charlotte. The unlike twins.
Soribner's, 1951. 84p. $2. Gr. 1-2.
Three stories of Timmy and Tony, the
unlike twins, reprinted in a single volume.
Extremely simple text tells of the doings of
the twins and their pets. The stories are too
primerish to have appeal for reading aloud to
children and their chief value will be as
material to be read independently by upper
first and second grade readers. Cloth binding.
Bp11, Kensil. Jersey rebel. Dodd, 1951. 248p.$2.50. Gr.7-9.
Jeff Lundy, a fourteen-year-old boy living
i New Jersey during the time of the Revolution
wa ted to go along when his father enlisted in
the American army. Although his youth and size
made it necessary for him to stay at home he
did manage to render a service to the army in
the struggle for control of the Delaware and
eventually was allowed to join his father. The
antagonism between Jeff and his cousin, a Tory,
seems too contrived but the story otherwise is
an interesting and exciting account of the
early days of the Revolutionary War.
Berner, Elsa R. Germany; illus, by Rafaelloj Busoni. Holiday House, 1951. 25p. 1.75
N cloth; $1.25 boards. Gr.6-8. (D62)
Brief information about Germany's history,
geography, industrial growth, culture, and her
part in two world wars. The material is pre-
sented in a concise and interesting manner and
will be useful for promoting an understanding
of the geographical factors that have affected
Germany's historical and industrial development.
Bianco, Pamela. Little houses far away.
Oxford, 1951. 87p. $2.25.
Two children, a six-year-old boy and his
five-year-old sister, start on a train trip
alone to visit their cousins. On the way they
leave the train at the wrong station, visit a
doll village and a teddy-bear cave, and are
eventually restored to their train through a
mixture of magic and whimsical pretendings.
The style does not lend itself to reading aloud
and the extreme youth of the main characters
will keep the book from having appeal to
youngsters who are able to read alone. Illus-
trations are precious and lifeless. Not
recommended.
Bowen, Robert Sidney. Touohdwn kid. Lothrop,
1951. 188p. $2.50.
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Jerry Benson was spoiled by his father's
wealth and by his own easy success in sports and
studies. After graduation from college he tried
to break into pro football and discovered that
success is not always easy to achieve and
sometimes means starting at the bottom rather
than the top. Stock characters and contrived
situations in an Alger type story that has little
reality. Not recommended.
Brindze, Ruth. The story of the totem Dole;
illus. by Yeffe Kimball. Vanguard, 1951. 64p.
$2.50. Gr.4-6. (D59)
Simplified stories of the totem poles of
North American Indians. Some of the stories are
re-tellings of Indian legends as portrayed on the
poles and some are actual happenings in the
carving or erecting of specific poles. Well-
written and interesting information. Bold and
vivid illustrations add to the effectiveness of
the book.
Brown, Marcia. SkiLper John's cook. Scribner's,
1951. 30p. $2. K-Gr.2.
A mild little story of a small boy who
answers an ad for a cook and is signed up on
Skipper John's boat. The crew are tired of their
former diet of beans three times a day but the
situation is not improved to any extent by
young Si's inability to cook anything except
fish and beans. At the end of the voyage the
skipper pays Si and tacks up another sign
advertising for a cook. The illustrations are
colorful and humorous and in some ways make up
for the story's lack of vigor.
Brown, Margaret Wise. Fox AeLsa. pictures by
Jean Charlot. Pantheon, 1951. 31p. $1.50
boards; $1.75 cloth.
Most of the children - animal as well as
human - were misbehaving when the fox went by.
They all knew the fox had seen them and they
were all upset because they feared the conse-
quences. What they did not know was that the
fox could not remember what he saw from one day
to the next. A cointless and confusing story.
Insubstantial binding. Not recommended.
Buffler, Esther. The friends; illus. by
Constance Forsyth. Steck, 1951. 58p. $2.
Two boys living in the French coastal
village of Concarneau decided to enter the con-
test for the most beautiful model boat to be
used in the Pardon Day festival. When one of
the boys was required to leave the village to
work on his uncle's farm the other one put
together the best parts of both boats and
entered the finished boat in his friend's name.
The writing is too stilted and wooden to hold
the reader's interest and the illustrations
are static and without appeal. Not recommended.
Chaffee, Allen, ed. The story of Hiawatha;
adapted from Longfellow; illus,. by Armstrong
Sperry. Random House, 1951. 63p. $1.
The story of Hiawatha told partly in prose
and partly in verse. The verse is taken from
Longfellow's poem; the prose sections are
written by Mr. Chaffee. The prose is as diffi-
cult to read as Longfellow's verse which it
replaces and is not nearly as pleasant or inter-
eating reading. Boards. Not recommended.
Chase, Alice Elizabeth. Famous paintings; an
introduction to art for young people. Platt
and Munk, 1951. 112p. $3.50. All ages.
One hundred seventy-two art reproductions,
forty-eight in full color. The selections are
good, with a mixture of well-known and less
well-known works. The text analyzes each
full-color picture and relates it to other
works of the same type, period, or artist.
An excellent book for home, school, and
public libraries and one that will give
pleasure to young readers who are beginning to
be interested in art.
Chase, Edward L. The big book of horses;
written and illus. by Edward L. Chase.
Grosset, 1951. 24p. $1. Gr.3-5.
Full-page pictures illustrate different
kinds of horses and give pointers on riding
and riding equipment. Tne text is simply
written and can be handled by fourth grade
readers. Not as detailed as Henry's Album
of horcse (see below). Boards.
hastain, Madye Lee. Steamboat south;
written and illus. by Madye Lee Chastain.
Harcourt, 1951. 233p. $2.50. Gr.5-7.
A boat trip from Ohio to Texas was quite
an adventure in the mid-1800's and all the
more so for twelve-year-old Amy who was making
the trip alone. The voyage was made exciting
by the steamboat race, an unintentional kid-
napping, and the escapades of six children
Amy was helping to care for to earn part of
her passage money. She finally arrived in
Texas richer by ten dollars and many new
friends. Good period fiction with overtones
of the approaching Civil War.
Christensen, Haaken. Little Bruin and Per;
pictures and story by Haaken Christensen;
trans. from the Norwegian by Siri Andrews.
Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1951. 22p. #1.25. K-Gr.2.
Little Bruin, a bear, and Per, a small
Norwegian boy, play together and get into
trouble together during a summer's day. A
mild but pleasing story illustrated with
brown and white pictures.
Clark, Garel. Let's start cooking; illus. by
Kathleen Elgin. Young Scott, 1951. 67p.
,1.50. Gr.1-3.
A beginner's cook book for very young
children. The recipes are divided into three
sections: recipes that do not require cooking,
recipes that can be cooked on the front
burners, and recipes that are cooked inside
the stove. The foods are all simple and easy
to prepare and the reader is urged to start
with these simple recipes and use his ingen-
uity to work out variations to suit his taste.
The book needs more safety precautions to be
completely satisfactory for use by young
children. Spiral binding helps keep the
book flat ana easy to use.
Cole, Davie. The real book about trains;
illus. by David Millard; ed. by Helen Hoke.
Garden City, 1951. 183p. $1.25. Gr.5-7.
A simply written history of trains from
earliest to modern times with the emphasis on
the development of railroads in this country.
- 28 -
In addition to the history of railroads there
are sections on how modern trains are built and
operated, and the kinds of equipment used.
There has been very little factual material on
trains written for the upper elementary grades
and this book should prove both interesting and
appealing. Includes an index and brief biblio-
graphy of other, more advanced, books on rail-
roading. For description of format see note
under Real Book Series.
Coy, Harold. The real book about George Wash-
ington Carver; illus. by Elinore Blaisdell;
ed. by Helen Hoke. Garden City, 1951. 191p.
$1.25. Gr.5-7.
A simply written, very readable biography of
Carver covering his entire life from childhood
till his death in 1943. The book gives detailed
information about his scientific experiments as
well as his contribution to the betterment of
his race and of the South. For younger readers
who cannot handle Graham's Dr. George Washington
Carver, scientist (Messner, 1944). For descrip-
tion of format see note under Real Book Series.
Dickinson, Aleo. The real book about amazing
animals; illus. by Fred Collins; ed. by Helen
Hoke. Garden City, 1951. 191p, $1.25.
Interesting facts about animals, wild and
domesticated, over the world. The writing is
very poor and although the information is accu-
rate and interesting most of it is available in
other better written books. Not recommended.
Dietz, Lew. Jeff White: young guide. Little,
1951. 213p. $2.5
More adventures of Jeff White and his
friends in the Maine woods. This time the
Hibbs', with whom Jeff lives, open a hunting
camp where Jeff and Skipper become involved in
two murders and a smuggling ring. The story is
melodramatic and unrealistic. The last chapter
is given over to laying the groundwork for the
next book in the series. Not recommended.
Dolbier, Maurice. Torten's Christmas secret;
illus. by Robert Henneberger. Little, 1951.
65p. $2.50. Gr.3-5.
Torten, one of Santa's workship gnomes,
decides to do something about the children who
are bad before Christmas and whose letters to
Santa end up in the waste basket. He spends
his nights making toys from scraps picked up
from the toy shoo floor and on Christm4s Eve
persuades a polar bear to help him deliver them,
Just as he is becoming discouraged and realizes
he cannot make the trip by daybreak he meets
Santa and is assured that no child is ever
slighted even though his letter may not be kept.
A humorous and reassuring story illustrated in
bright Christmasy colors.
Epstein Samuel. The real book about
inventions; by Samuel Epstein and Beryl
Williams; illus. by Laszlo Roth; ed. by
Helen Hoke. Garden City, 1951. 191p. #1.25.
Gr. 5-7.
A history of inventions from pre-historio
times to the present. The authors emphasize the
fact that inventions are' not the work of any one
man but develop over long years of experimenting
and learning. Covers major achievements in
agriculture, communication, transportation and
industry. Contains bibliography and index.
For description of format see note under Real
Book Series.
Frankel, Charles. The bear ad the beaver;
illus, by Bill Crawford. Sloane, 1951.
27p. $1.75.
The bear leads a carefree existence until
he meets the beaver, is persuaded to change
places for one winter, and learns what hard
work living can be. In the end he and the
beaver both decide to follow the bear's way
of life. A dull and slow-moving book until
the last sentence which is as funny as the
rest of the book is dull. Unfortunately this
one sentence cannot make up for the 27 pages
of boredom that precede it. Not recommended.
Friendlich, Dick. Goal line stand. West-
minster, 1951. 188p. $2.50.
Johnny Woodward was surprised and somewhat
dismayed to learn that his brother was to be
the new coach at Lexington University. The
two had never been very close and Johnny felt
that his brother looked on him as something of
a nuisance. Johnny was worried about how the
other players would react to him now that his
brother was the coach and his fears were
justified when some of the players indicated
that they thought he was spying for his
brother. It was an unpleasant year with
friction between Johnny and his brother;
between Johnny and the other players; and
between the coach and the players but the
problems were all solved before the last game
was played. Not an outstanding sport story,
for either the descriptions of the games or
the characterizations. Not recommended.
Frost, Frances Mary. The cat that went to
college; pictures by Morgan Dennis.
Whittlesey House, 1951. 64p. $2. Gr.2-4.
Somewhat sophisticated story of a kitten
who is adopted by two Harvard students. The
story will have its greatest appeal for
children who know something about college
life. Humorous illustrations.
Furman, Abraham Louis, ed. Teen-age dog
stories; ed. by David Thomas, cpseud ;
illus. by Richard N. Osborne. Grosset,
1951. 256p. $1. Gr.7-9.
Uneven, but generally good, collection of
dog stories most of them by well-known
authors. Includes works by Terhune, KJel-
gaard, Cavanna, Street, Tarkington, and others.
Gannett, Ruth Stiles. The dragons of Blueland;
illus. by Ruth Chrisman Gannett. Random
House, 1951. 88p. $2.
Another story of Elmer and the baby dragon
he rescued from Wild Island. Boris, the baby
dragon, has finally returned to Blueland only
to find his family threatened with captivity
by a gang of men who want to take them to a
zoo. Boris and Elmer manage to frighten the
men away and save the family. The story
lacks the spontaneity and humor of the first
book and the fantasy is too forced to have
much appeal. Not recommended.
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Goodwin, Harold Leland. The real book about
jstar; illue. by Paul Wenok; ed. by Helen Hoke.
Garden City, 1951. 189p. $1.25. Gr.5-7.
An excellent introduction to astronomy for
young readers. The book includes information
about the stars as such, about the star formations
in the constellations, and about each of the
planets. Of particular value to the amateur are
the information about planetarium lectures and
star photography and the constant reminders that
learning to locate stars takes time and patience.
The charts and graphs are not adequate for the
book to serve as a guide to locating stars and
constellations but the book's primary value is
not for locating stars but to help the reader
understand some of the whys and whats of their
existence. An appendix contains a pronouncing
dictionary; tables of the constellations, the
planets, and various groupings of stars; the
signs of the zodiac; a bibliography; and an
index. For a description of the format see the
note under Real Book Series.
Gorham, Michael. The real book about Abraham
Lincoln; illus. by Elinore Blaisdell; ed. by
Helen Hoke. Garden City, 1951. 186p. $1.25.
Gr. 5-7.
An acceptable but not outstanding biography
of Lincoln. Much of the information is presented
in the form of anecdotes which make interesting
and often amusing reading but result in a
choppy style. For a description of the format
see note under Real Book Series.
Gunder, Eman. Chester the ittle2 pony; illus.
by Clare McKinley. Rand McNally, 1951. 32p.
(Book-elf book) $.25.
Chester is a little pony who is not happy
unless he is with children. He sets out one
night to find out where the children go when
they leave the riding stable, finds them, and is
responsible for getting more riding time for
them. A slight and rather coy story with senti-
mental illustrations. Not recommended.
Harkins, Philip. Double play. Holiday House,
1951. 249p. $2.50. Gr.7-9. (D122)
Pepper Smith, New York bell hop, fled to
New Hampshire after a fight in which he thought
he had killed a hotel guest. In White River
Junction he found a job that included working
at an inn and playing short stop with the local
ball team. His aggressiveness almost costs him
both his job and his place on the team and his
obvious alias leads one of the inn employees to
check up on him in New York. As a result of the
inquiries Pepper learns that the hotel guest was
not injured after all and he settles down to a
permanent place on the ball team and at the inn.
Acceptable baseball and unusual if not completely
realistic characters.
Heavey, Jean. The pastor's dog; illua. by Eli-
nore Blaisdell. Scribner's, 1951. 155p. $2.
Expanded versaon of a story that first
appeared in the Saturday Evening Post. The story
involves a Catholic priest, his dog, and a small
boy who wins the dog's devotion and eventually
wins the dog. The story is too sentimental and
too adult in tone to have much meaning or appeal
for young readers. Not recommended.
Heinlein, Robert Anson. Between planets;
illus. by Clifford Geary. Scribner's, 1951.
222p. $2.50. Gr.7-9. (D28)
Nineteen-year-old Donald Harvey, a citizen
of space, having been born in a space ship of
a Venerian mother and Earthling father, finds
himself in the unenviable position of being a
man without either country or allegiance when
the Venus colonials rebel against the Inter-
planetary Federation. Forced to make a
choice he joins the Venerians at first and
then becomes part of an organization of
scientists working toward peace and the free-
dom of individuals and planets. Heinlein
has again written a first-rate science fiction
story that has all the elements of good
writing, an interesting subject, and as
accurate information as is possible in this
type of story.
Henry, Marguerite. Album of horses; illus, by
Wesley Dennis. Rand McNally, 1951. 113p.
$2.95. Gr.4-8.
The various breeds and types of horses are
discussed with a brief history of each breed
and anecdotes about individual horses of the
breed that have become famous. The information
is interesting and presented in a well-written,
readable style. Full-page, color illustrations
and black-and-white marginal drawings add to
the value and appeal of the book.
Hitte, Kathryn. Lost and found; pictures by
Priscilla Pointer. Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1951.
21p. $1. Gr.1-2.
The kitten, the puppy and the little boy
are all three lost but each one finds the way
home in a manner that is suitable to a oat, a
dog, and a human being. The story is marred
by too sweet illustrations and a condescending
tone but it is easy enough for beginning
readers to handle alone.
Hogan, Inez. Twin lambs. Dutton, 1951. 44p.$1.25.
Twin lambs, one black and one white,
wander away from the flock and talk to various
animals before they find their way back again.
Dull and pointless story. Not recommended.
Holberg, Ruth (Langland). Tansy for short;
illus. by John Moment. Doubleday, 1951.
208p. $2.50. Gr.4-6. (D59;D38;D88)
Tansy is a small Norwegian-American girl
living in Wisconsin in the mid-nineteenth
century. Her parents, particularly her
mother, do not always understand her dreamy,
impetuous ways nor realize that she is growing
up in a new generation and a new culture. In
spite of the frequent misunderstandings there
is a warmth and depth to her relationship with
her parents and the story gives readers a
respect for both the old and the new ways of
living.
Hopkins, Lyman. The real book about baseball;
illus. by Bill McHale; ed. by Helen Hoke.
Garden City, 1951. 190p. $1.25. Gr.5-7.
Factual information and interesting anec-
dotes are combined to give the young reader
help in understanding and playing baseball.
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There is much that will interest the spectator
and make the game more meaningful to watch.
For the young player there are helpful facts
about how to play each of the nine positions.
For a description of the format see the note
under Real Book Series.
Jackson, Caary Paul. Rookie first baseman.
Crowell, 1950. 266p. 2.50. Gr.6-9.
Johnny Parr's life as a professional base-
ball player was not the life of ease and success
he anticipated. Johnny's "know-it-all" atti-
tude, his idea of placing personal feelings
above team play, and his hot temper all had
to be controlled before he became one of the
real professionals. Rather typical sports
story but one with appeal for Jackson fans.
Jackson, Caary Paul. Shorty at shortstop;
illus. by Kevin Royt. Wilcox and Follett,
1951. 153p. $2.50.
Another story of Danny Cleary, five-foot
fireball in Southwestern "Junior High sports.
The story follows the same pattern in char-
acters, plot and incidents as the first book,
with an unreasonable antagonism between Danny
and another player that almost ruins the team
but is resolved in time to win the crucial game
of the season. The only essential differences
between the twb books are in the player with
whom Danny is quarreling and the fact that the
team is now playing baseball instead of
basketball. Not recommended.
Johnson, Siddie Joe. Joe and Andy want a boat;
drawings by Lucille Jeffries; color by
Barbara Maples. Stock, 1951. 39p. $2.
Joe and Andy, two small boys living on a
farm in Texas, long for a boat even though
they have no place to sail one. They finally
have the chance to own - not a whole boat -
but one oar-look of their uncle's boat. Too
slow-paced and lacking in action to hold the
reader's interest. Illustrations are static
and unattractive. Not recommended.
Kalashnikoff, Nicholas. The defender; illus.
by Claire and George Louden. Scribner's,
1951. 136p. $2. Gr.8-10. (D84)
Somewhat poignant story of Turgen, a
Lamut living in the mountains of northeastern
Siberia who becomes the defender of the last
of the wild rams in that section of the moun-
tains. Because the neighboring people do not
understand what he is trying to do, Turgen
suffers from their superstitions and false
rumors but eventually wins their love and
respect and insures protection for the rams.
A beautifully written blea for human under-
standing and for conservation.
Konkle, Janet. Once there was a kitten.
Children's Press, 1951. 28p. #1 regular;
$2 reinforced.
Slight story of a kitten who wants to be-
have properly and tries to learn the way by
imitating the little girl to whom she belongs.
Illustrated with photographs which might have
been good had they not been tinted with
unattractive shades of pink and blue. The
story is too slight to overcome the poor
illustrations. Not recommended.
SLampman, Evelyn Sibley. Elder brother; illue.
by Richard Bennett. Doubleday, 1951. 217p.
$2.50. Gr.6-8. (D88;D59)
The story of a Chinese-American family
living in Portland, Oregon in the early 1900's.
The Chan children are all girls so the family
sends to China for a boy they can adopt.
When he arrives he is shocked at the uncon-
ventional ways of the girls and insists they
defer to him as Elder Brother. This causes
considerable conflict with Molly, the oldest
girl, until the two come to understand and
appreciate each other. A well-written family
story and a picture of the problems of adjust-
ment between two cultures that will have as
much meaning for the nresent generation as
for those of the period described.
Langdale, Hazel Louise (Raybold). Andy of
Pirate Gorge. Dutton, 1951. 191p. $2.50.Gr.7-9.
Young Andy Maclver was a member of the
first Astor expedition group to establish a
fur post at the mouth of the Columbia River.
Andy went by shio and was supposed to meet his
uncle and cousin who went overland with the
Hunt party but they did not arrive until
months after the post was established. In
the meantime Andy was having his share of
adventures with the Indians and renegade
white men of the region. The writing is not
outstanding and the characters are not com-
pletely realistic but the action and plot are
well-developed and will hold the reader's
interest. Some liberties have been taken with,
actual events and tnese nave been explained
in an introductory section.
Lawrence, Mildred. Tallie; illue. by Paul
Galdone. Harcourt, 1951. 2153p. $2.50.
Gr.5-7. (D53)
Tallie is an orphan who hopes to someday
belong to tne family witn whom Ehe lives but
is afraid she can never be talented enough
for them to accept her. When the family moves
from Florida to Pennsylvania where they re-
model a chicken farm into a tourist motel,
Tallie proves her worth and becomes a perma-
nent member of the family. Some of the char-
pcters are types but there is a warmth and
humor to the story that will have appeal.
Leeming, Joseph. The real book about magic;
illus. by Jessie Robinson; ed. by Helen
Hoke. Garden City, 1951. 190p. $1.25. Gr.5-7.
Magic for the amateur. Most of the tricks
and stunts are easy to master and can be per-
formed with a minimum of preparation and
equipment. Includes mind-reading and dinner-
table magic and tricks with rines, coins,
mathematics, handkerchiefs, string, rope,
dice, matches and matchboxes, and thimbles.
The author states that most of the tricks
are new ones. Clear explanations end diagrams.
For a description of the format see note under
Real Book Series.
Lum, Peter, Fabulous beasts; illus,. by Anne
Marie Jauss. Pantheon, 1951. 256p. $3.75.
Gr. 8-12.
A fascinating collection of facts, legends
and stories of the beasts and monsters of myth
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and fable. Some of the animals are real, some Louisville and could not find work. However,
are semi-real, and some are pure fantasy, after he met Boots Clinton and began working
Differences in beliefs about the same animals at the stable where Grey Eagle, the fastest
as they appear in Eastern and Western folklore race horse in Kentucky, was housed he decided
are brought out and the origins of many of the life was not so bad after all. His joy was
beliefs are traced from their beginnings, complete when he earned the right to ride Grey
Although the material is too difficult for Eagle in the 1839 sweepstakes. A colorful and
younger readers the book will be useful for entertaining story of the early days of horse
elementary as well as high school libraries as racing and rearing in Kentucky.
a reference tool, and high school students will
read it as an exciting account of the develop- Malvern, Gladys. Behold your oueen! decorations
ment of one type of folklore. by Corinne Malvern. Longmans, 151. 218p.
$2.50. Gr.7-9.
Lyons, John Henry. Stories of our American Fictionized biography of Esther, the queen
songs; illus. by Jacob Landau. Vanguard, ho saved the Jews of Persia from complete
1951, 72p. o 2.75. Gr.3-5. annihilation. The characterization of Esther
Re-issue of a book first published in 1942. is not consistent and lacks reality but the
The same plates have been used but the margins story is well-paced and interesting for its
have been cut to make the present volume picture of the times and the people. The
smaller (9x10*) than the earlier one (9x12). author stays rather close to the Biblical
Board binding. version although she tends to interpret events
of that day in terms of modern ideas and
McAuley, Ed. Bob Lemon the work horse.
Barnes, 1951. 25p. Barnes all-star library).
$.50. Gr.7-9,
Another in the series of short biographies
of well-known baseball players. The emphasis
is on Lemon's career as a player although the
pertinent details of his life are also pre-
sented. His complete record as a player is
given on the end papers.
McCracken, Harold. The flaming ber.
Lippincott, 1951. 222p. $2.50. Gr.7-9.
The saga of a modern Aleutian boy who set
out to prove the legend of the flaming bear to
be true. After many dangers and hardships he
found the bear and brought its hide back to his
village. An exciting, well-written story told
with suspense and vigor and with the understand-
ing and appreciation of life in the frozen
north that readers have come to expect from
this author,
McGavran, Grace Winifred. We gather together;
drawings by Kathleen Voute. Friendship pr.,
1951. 121p. $1.25 paper; $2 cloth.
Aspects of Christian worship in various
parts of the world described through brief
anecdotes. The sketches are quite obviously
written to order and have little interest.
The idea is good but the useful facts are too
often lost in the poorly written stories. Not
recommended.
Mackland, Ray. Lucky, the famous foundling;
photographs by Nina Leen. Wyn, 1951. 93p.$2. Gr.7-9
The story of an orphaned pup that was
found by two ife reporters and reared in a
New York apartment by photographer Nina Leen.
The illustrations are excellent and the story
will have interest for dog fans, especially
those who first read about Lucky in Life
gaglint. The writing is too difficult for
readers below the seventh grade but the photo-
graphs will be enjoyed by all ages,
McMeekin, Isabel (McLennan). Ban-Joe and
Grey Eaale; illue, by Corinne Boyd Dillon.
Watts, 1951. 229p. $2.50. Gr.5-7.
Ban-Joe thought himself the unluckiest
boy in all Kentucky when he first reached
concepts. Acceptable but not outstanding.
Mariana, rpseud. Miss Flora McFlimsey and the
baby New Year. Lothrop, 1951. 26p. $1.
Pointless story in which Miss Flora
McFlimsey, a doll, spends New Year's Eve alone
except for a cat whose sole purpose seems to be
to make nasty remarks about how bad Miss
McFlimsey has been all year. Just before
midnight a baby appears at the front door, is
fed and clothed, and then disappears as the
clocks strike twelve. Not recommended.
Martin, Frances Gardiner (McEntee). Nine tales
of raven; pictures by Dorothy McEntee.
Harper, 1951. 60p. $2. Gr.6-8
Beautifully written legends of the Indians
of the Northwest. Raven is the magic bird that
is able to solve man's problems and make it
possible for man to live on earth. Some of the
stories will be particularly interesting to
compare with folk tales and legends of other
lands. A book that will be useful for story-
tellers and that many young people will enjoy
as independent reading. Excellent illustra-
tions.
Meek, Sterner St. Paul. Red. a trailing
bloodhound. Knopf, 1951. 225p. .2.50.
Highly contrived story of the bloodhounds
used by the New York State Police. The story
is poorly written and the book is filled with
typographical errors that are often confusing.
Not recommended.
Milhous, Katherine. Patrick and the golden
slippers. Scribner's, 1951. 50p. 2.
Gr.3-5,
Young Patrick wanted a part in the
Philadelphia New Year's Day Mummers Parade but
it did not seem likely he would have enough
money to buy a costume. When he finally
thought of a way to solve his problem he almost
lost his chance again by forgetting his golden
shoes. A picture-story book that will have
appeal for third grade readers and will be
useful for its pictures of an interesting New
Year's celebration.
Nolan, Jeannette (Covert). LaSalle and the
\grand enterprise. Messner, 1951. 178p.
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$2.75. Gr.8-10.
A well-written dramatic aoount of the life
of LaSalle from the time he set sail for the
New World until his death in what is now Texas,
The author has created a real character in
LaSalle and has given an equally good picture
of the times in which he lived.
Oldrin, John. he round meadow illus, by Kurt
Wiese. Viking, 1951p.Op; 2.50. Gr.4-6.
A pleasing story of a tiny fawn from the
time he was left without a mother until his
rescuers released him, a full grown buck, in a
nearby forest preserve. The story is accurate
enough for use as nature study material and is
written with a delicacy of touuh that will ap-
peal to imaginative children.
Osborne, Chester G. The first bow and arrow;
illus. by Richard N. Osborne. Wilcox and,
Follett, 1951. 88p. $2.50. Gr.4-6.
Fictionized account of how the first bow
and arrow came to be made by a cave boy of the
Middle Magdalenian period. The story is well-
written, with enough action and suspense to
hold the reader's interest and gives a good
picture of life at. this period. Introductory
preface by Melville J. Herekovits, Department
of Anthropology, Northwestern University.
Phillips, Gail, illus. he big book of the
real circus; text by Benjamin Brewster.
Grosset, 1951. 24p. $1. K-Gr.3.
Another in the series of Big Treasure
Books. This one gives interesting information
about the life of circus people and the activi-
ties which take place behind the "Big Show'.
Many of the circus acts are described and
duties of the performers given. Some of the
illustrations lack the artistic qualities and
the detailed simplicity of those in other
books of the series.
Pinkerton Kathrene Sutherland (Gedney).
Hidden Harbor. Harcourt, 1951. 278p. $2.75.
Gr.7-9. (D37)
Jeff Baird's one idea when he first came to
Alaska was to find a place where he could make
a living for his family with no interference
from anyone. Hidden Harbor was the ideal spot -
good hunting to keep the family supplied with
meat, logs that could be floated to the sawmill
and sold for other necessities, and no way to
reach the homestead except by water. When the
three children grew older and began to want to
go Outside Jeff could not understand them and
he almost came to the point of a complete break
with the two boys before he recognized their
need to live their own lives in their own way.
A good picture of Alaska in the early 1900's
and of the conflicts between generations.
Politi, Leo. Little Leo. Scribner's, 1951.
28p. $2. Gr.2-4.
An episode from Politi's own childhood in
which he and his family return to Italy to
visit his grandparents. While there Little Leo
is the hero of the village children because of
his American Indian costume and he soon has
them all making headdresses and Indian suits.
A story that will appeal to young readers and
illustrated with some of Politi's best drawings.
Real Book Series. (Garden City) $1.25.
A non-fiction series designed for grades
five to seven. The bindings are paper over
boards with cloth backbones and are fairly
substantial. The titles are also available in
library bindings. The paper is not of top
quality but it is adequate and the type size,inking, and page layouts are good. In terms
of the format the series is good and the price
is certainly reasonable for the quality of
both content and format. The texts vary in
quality of writing and in content and should
be considered as individual titles rather than
as part of a series.
Reeves, Ada Morrow. The Christmas parade;
pictures by Maurice Brevannes. Houghton,
1951. 23p. $1.25.
Forced humor and uneven verse describe
what each of the animals in the zoo wants for
Christmas. Not recommended.
Regli, Adolph. Fiddling cowboy in search of
aold. Watts, 1951. 243p. $2.50. Gr.-9.
Another story of Ross Gordon, the fiddling
cowboy. This time he is off with his uncle to
hunt for gold in the Black Hills of Montana.
The government closed the Black Hills to
prospectors just before Ross' party started,
and gave orders that no white people were to
enter the hills until a treaty could be made
with the Indians. Ross was not certain what
to do but finally allowed his uncle to per-
suade him to stay with the party and try to
outwit the government scouts. They were
successful in reaching the Black Hills and
building a stockade but were arrested before
much gold could be panned. During his stay at
the Cheyenne army post Ross began to see that
the government scouts were right and his uncle
was wrong and eventually he joined the cavalry
to help keep the hills free of white men until
the Indian treaty could be completed. Good
period fiction and a fast paced story that
will hold the reader's interest.
Rounds Ruth. Saintanta Claus; illus. by
Mabel Jones Woodbury. Dutton, 1951. 128p.
$2.25.
When the airliner in which Barry Spinner
was flying to join his parents in Lucerne
crashed in the Alps on Christmas Eve, Barry
and a small French girl were the only survi-
vors. The little girl ran away from the wreck
and Barry started out to find her. On the way
he was joined by a figure who seemed vaguely
familiar and who guided the two children down
the mountain to the safety of the village.
The figure proved to be Brother Klaus - the
Saint Nicholas of the Alps. A somewhat
delicate Christmas story that is unfortunately
marred by the author's representatioh of the
Swiss people as all but bowing in worship
every time the United States is mentioned.
Not recommended.
Sauer, Julia Lina. The light at Tern Rock;
illus. by Georges Schreiber. Viking, 1951.
62p. $2.50. Or.4-6.
Re-print of a story first published in
Horn Book Magazine. Ronnie was disappointed
and angry when he and his aunt were stranded
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on Tern Rook at Christmas but his aunt and the
lighthouse together managed to show him that
Christmas is something in the heart. A
beautifully written story with illustrations
that add to its effectiveness.
Sohwalje, Earl. Cezar and the music-maker; by
Earl and Marjory Sohwalje; illus. by Nicholas.
Knopf, 1951. 77p. $2.50. Gr.4-6. (D62).
Young readers will laugh with Cezar, a
young boy living in the Philippines, over the
antics of his pet monkey, Coco, and will
rejoice with him when he gets the silver
harmonica that had been his greatest desire. A
slight story but one that shows a warm under-
standing of the Philippine people and of all
small boys.
Scott, William Rufus. The that Jack ate;
illus. by Charles G. Shaw. Young Scott, 1951.
23p. $1.50. Gr.1-3.
Follows the same pattern as the "Milk" and
"Water" books by the same author. The text,
written in the same style as the nursery rhyme:
"House that Jack built", starts with the apple
that Jack ate and traces it back to the earth
in which the seed was planted. Some of the
concepts are difficult to present in verse form
and become confusing because oversimplified and
the idea that all apple trees are grown from
seed is erroneous. The book could be used with
children in nature study classes but will have
little value for individual use.
Seymour, Alta Halverson. The Christmas stove;
a story of Switzerland. Wileox and Follett,
1951. 94p. *2.50. Gr.3-5. (D116)
After the death of their parents, twelve-
year-old Peter and eight-year-old Trudi go to
the village of Zimmerli to live with their aunt.
On finding her sick and unable to work, the
children set about making themselves useful
around the house and get work in the village to
help earn their living. The meagerness of their
life is relieved by the eight of their aunt's
stove which has the Christmas story pictured on
its tiles. Peter is concerned about Trudi and
her firm belief that the Chrietkindli will take
care of their Christmas but with the help of his
aunt he manages a Christmas that Justifies
Trudi's faith and brings happiness to them all.
A warm hearted story of sharing that will make
pleasant reading at Christmas time.
voyager to America. Harper, 1951. 10p. $2.
Gr,5-8.
A beautifully written account of the life of
L f Erikason. Told with vigor and force the
story stays with the actual facts of Leif s life
in so f4r as they are known. The writing is
simple enough for fifth grade readers to handle
with ease and has a dignity that will appeal to
mature readers.
Simont, Marc. pplly's oats. Harper, 1951.
45p. 1f.75. K-Gr. 3.
Polly is a sadly neglected work horse whose
owner gives all his time and attention to his
prize thoroughbr is. Just when Polly's life
seema most unhappy fate steps in in the form of
a broken plank in the barn floor and a deep mud
puddle and wins for her more attention and more
oats. Delightful humor in both text and
drawings.
Townsend, Olga. The white-tailed deer; illus.
by Nile Hogner. Whittlesey house 1951.
224p. $2.50. Gr.7-9. (D7o; D53)
When Jim Benson was first sent to the
Rainbow Fishing and Hunting Club to recuperate
from a severe illness, he resented the re-
strictions placed on him and the people who
enforced those restrictions. As he came to
adjust to a slower pace and to become inter-
ested in the wild life around the lodge he
found his relationships with people were also
becoming easier and more pleasant. The story
of his adjustments and of his final decision to
stay at the lodge gets off to a slow start but
gathers momentum and develops into a story that
has enough action and suspense to hold the
reader's interest.
Trease, Geoffrey. Cue for treason. Vanguard,
1951. 281p. $2.75. Gr.7-9.
Re-issue of a book .first published in 1941.
When young Peter Brownrigg was forced to flee
from his home in Northern England, he escaped
by Joining a band of strolling players. In
their traveling they were later joined by Kit
Kirkstone, a young girl disguised as a boy, and
the two young people arrived in London together.
There they made friends with both Shakespeare
and Burbage uncovered a plot to assassinate
Queen Elizabeth, andhelped capture the plotters.
A well-written story with action and suspense,
excellent characterizations, and a good picture
of the period. Told in the first person.
Verne, Jules. The Jules Verne omnibus.
Lippincott, 1951. 822p. o 2.95. Gr.8-10.
Four popular Verne titles published in one
volume. Contains: Twenty thousand leagues
under the sea; Around the world in eighty days;
The blockade runners; From the earth to the
moon. The page set-up, type, and paper are
acceptable and the edition will be useful for
libraries prefering a single volume to four
separates.
Weatherwax, Rudd B. The story of Lassie; his
discovery and training from puppyhood to
stardom; by Rudd B. Weatherwax and John H.
Rothwell. Duell, 1950. 12bp. illus. $2.50.
Gr.7-12. (D93)
The twofold purpose of this book about the
movieland collie, Lassie, will appeal to both
dog lovers and owners. The owner-trainer of
Lassie presents first the life history of the
famous dog including his training for the
movies and interesting accounts of his life on
the movie sets. The second part of the book is
directed to the dog owner and discusses the
care and training of dogs - not as good movie
stars but as good pets. This section includes
fifty obedience training lessons ranging from
the simple; such as, "to heel" and "to sit", to
the more difficult acts; suoh as, "to sneeze'
and "to climb the ladder'. Photographs of
Lassie and his trainer-owner illustrate the
different lessons. Although the instructions,
in general, are clear and specific, the hand
signals for the various actions are somewhat
confusing because of their great similarity.
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White, Anne Terry. Prehistoric America; illus.
by Aldren Watson. Random house, 1951. 182p.
(A landmark book) $1.50, Gr.4-6.
A simplified account of pre-historic times
told through the discoveries of bones, fossils,
etc. that helped scientists piece together the
earth's history. By interpreting the past
through present day findings the author has made
the span of time easier to comprehend than if
she had started fifty million years ago and
worked up to present times. The style is
readable and will have interest for both the
fourth and fifth grade for whom it is intended
and more mature readers with remedial reading
problems.
Williamson, Margaret. The first book of birds;
written and illus, by Margaret Williamson.
Watts, 1951. 69p. $1.75. Gr.4-6.
An interesting and informative book to use
as an introduction to bird study. Describes the
differences in anatomical features of various
types of birds; the different means of locomotion;
types of nests; ways of catching food and the
kinds of food different birds eat; and many other
interesting facts about birds and their ways.
This is not intended to be a reference book on
bird identification; its main use will be to
introduce young readers to birds and the possi-
bilities of bird study. Cluttered pages and
some inadequacies in the use of color weaken the
book but are offset by the excellent text and the
black and white and halftone illustrations.
Wilson, Hazel (Hutchins). Herbert again; illus.
by John N. Barron. Knopf, 1951. 168p.
$2.50.
More stories of Herbert Yadon, the modern
Peck's bad boy. Although these stories have
fewer negative values than the first collection,
they are equally contrived and the humor is
forced and smarty rather than funny. Not recom-
mended.
Wright Anna Maria Rose. Hungry Hollow; illus.
by Oliver Grimley. Friendship pr., 1951.
136p. $2. Gr.4-6. (D42)
After a winter's illness that left him thin
and inclined to tire too easily, Dick Gregory
was sent from his home in New York City to
spend the summer at his uncle's mission hospital
in the Smoky Mountains. There he made friends
with some of the boys who lived near the hospi-
tal and had many exciting times going on calls
with his uncle. The story has much the same
flavor as the Justus books with an added plug
for home missions. Not outstanding writing but
a book that will have value for Sunday School
libraries.
Zaffo, George J., illus. The big book of real
airplanes; text by Charles L. Black. Grosset,
1951. 24p. $1. Gr.5-7.
Full-page, color illustrations and text
describe modern planes of all kinds. Included
are: missiles, jets, rockets, helicopters, war
planes. The material is simple enough that
fifth grade readers who are interested in the
subject could handle it. Board bindings.
Instructional Materials, Supplementary Reading
and Sources of Materials
The materials listed here are not available
from the Children's Book Center. Orders
should be sent to the publishere of the
individual items.
"Annual fall inventory of new audio-visual
materials." See and Hear Vol. 7, no. 1,
S'51.
Listing of filmstrips and motion pictures
arranged by grade and subject.
"Children's books, 1950-51", Selected for the
Joint Committee of National EducationAssocia-
tion and the American Library Association by
the librarians of the Denver public schools.
N, EA. Journal 40:567-68 N'51.
Graded and annotated list.
Gessleman, Daisy B. "Television and fun."
Elementary English 28:385-91 N'51.
Results of a study conducted in the
Dilworth Elementary School, Salt Lake City,
Utah to determine the effects of TV on
children's health and recreation.
Henne. Frances; Ersted, Ruth; and Lohrer, Alice.
A planning uide for the high school library
program, Chicago: American Library Associa-
tion, 1951. $2.
An indispensable tool for high school
librarians who wish to evaluate and improve
their library programs. The guide provides an
efficient, well-organized method of determining
the strengths and weakenesses of a library
program and suggests ways in which the program
may be improved and the types of planning
programs which must be formulated to effect the
improvements. The guide is intended for use in
high schools with grade ranges of IX-XII or
X-XII, but it may also be used in schools
serving grades VII-XII.
Krutch, Joseph Wood. "Bringing children to
literature." The Grade Teacher. 69:16-17,
100-101 N'51.
Larrick, Nancy. "Readability formulas and
books for children." Publishers' Weekly
160:1708-1712 Oct. 27,1951.
Opie, lona, ed. The Oxford dictionary of
nurery rhymes; ed. by ona and Peter Opie.
Oxford, 1951. 467p. $8.
A collection of more than 500 nursery rhymes
and songs with their individual histories; their
age, origins, first appearances in print or
manuscript, oral and written development, liter-
ary associations, social uses, variations, and
parallels in other languages. Most of the
rhymes are arranged alphabetically by the most
prominent word; nonsense Jingles are listed
under their opening phrases; nursery characters
with more than one name are arranged by the
first name. An index at the end lists the first
lines of both the standard text and all vari-
ations quoted. Illustrated with reproductions
of leaves from early broadsides and nursery
rhyme books. A useful tool for all elementary
libraries.
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